
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is now being collated by an automatic high-speed system. 
The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

Astronomica 
By Michael Story (ASCAP)

PROGRAM NOTES

The Astronomica is a set of multiple texts consisting of poems probably written 
by Roman poet Marcus Manilius. Penned from 30–40 A.D., the poems deal 
with early astronomy, specifically with the stars. These writings are remarkably 
technical and accurate, considering when they were written.

The poems are assembled in at least five books, although there might have 
been more. The third book outlines the concept of astrology and the twelve 
signs of the zodiac, and the effects that they possibly have on people. It is 
believed to have been the earliest known written text concerning astrology. 

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

In order to achieve rhythmic clarity, the bass drum part should be played with a 
hard mallet rather than a standard one. Timpani sticks could also be used. 

Please enjoy Astronomica’s astrological journey.

YOUNG BAND

INSTRUMENTATION

 1 Conductor
 8 Flute
 2 Oboe
 2 Bassoon
 4 1st Bb Clarinet
 4 2nd Bb Clarinet
 2 Bb Bass Clarinet
 5 Eb Alto Saxophone
 2 Bb Tenor Saxophone
 2 Eb Baritone Saxophone
 4 1st Bb Trumpet
 4 2nd Bb Trumpet

 4 F Horn
 4 Trombone
 2 Baritone
 2 Baritone Treble Clef
 4 Tuba
 2 Mallet Percussion 

(Chimes/Bells)
 1 Timpani 

(Tune: G, C, D)
 2 Percussion 1 

(Tom-Tom, Bass Drum)
 3 Percussion 2 

(Gong/Tambourine, Suspended Cymbal)

WORLD PARTS
Available for download from 

www.alfred.com/supplemental

Horn in Eb

Trombone in Bb Bass Clef
Trombone in Bb Treble Clef
Baritone in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Bass Clef
Tuba in Eb Treble Clef
Tuba in Bb Bass Clef
Tuba in Bb Treble Clef
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