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Prayer for Higashi Nihon was commissioned for the 90th founding anniversary of Zushi High School and also as
a requiem for the Great East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami. It was premiered on November 29, 2012 at the school’s
90th Anniversary Concert. Commission requests were for a song to be solemn enough for this special event, to be an
appropriate song to follow “Yama Midori” (the 80th anniversary commission by James Barnes) and as a requiem for
the tragic earthquake disaster.

@ Composer’s Notes

On 11 March 2011, I was in Temecula, California, conducting the premiere of one of my pieces. I returned to my
hotel after the concert about 9:00 p.m. California time. I turned on CNN to watch the news. Instead of their normal
programming, CNN was broadcasting directly from Japanese television. A helicopter was covering the approaching
tsunami in live time. I sat stunned, witnessing the huge tsunami as it came into the Japanese coast. The huge waves
jumped right over the sea wall, then rampaged through houses and larger buildings.

It is one thing to read about a tragedy or to see footage of the aftermath of such an event; it is an entirely different
thing to actually witness something as horrifying as a tsunami when it is actually happening. Having been to Japan
over thirty-five times in my career, I know how well Japan prepares for earthquakes and tsunamis. But this time it
was completely different: these waves were so huge that they consumed everything in their path. I watched the
television coverage with tears in my eyes. It was so sad to see such a tragic event happen to one of my favorite places
in the world.

But when nature takes over, human beings have no control.

When composing A Prayer for Higashi Nihon, I made no attempt to describe this disaster; that would have been
in poor taste. Besides, it would have been impossible to portray such a horrible thing. I decided instead to compose a
threnody, a solemn prayer, for all the victims of this horrible event, many whom were never found. Even then, I could
not help but remember how horrified I was while watching those waves. It is something I shall never forget.

(James Barnes)
@ Biography
- James Barnes (b. 1949) is currently serving as the Division Director for Music Theory and
Composition at the University of Kansas School of Music.

His numerous publications for concert band and orchestra are extensively performed
world-wide. His works (including six symphonies and two concertos) have been performed at
such venues as Tanglewood, Boston Symphony Hall, Lincoln Center, Carnegie Hall, the
Kennedy Center in Washington, DC, Tchaikovsky Hall in Moscow and the Tokyo Metropolitan
Theatre.

Barnes talent has been widely recognized through prizes such as two ABA Ostwald
Awards, numerous ASCAP Awards, the Kappa Kappa Psi Distinguished Service to Music
Medal, the Bohumil Makovsky Award for Outstanding College Band Conductors, and BMI
Award for Excellence in Teaching Creativity (MENC). The world-famous Tokyo Kosei Wind Orchestra has recorded
three compact discs of his music.

Mr. Barnes has traveled extensively as a guest composer, conductor and lecturer throughout the United States,
Europe, Australia, Taiwan and Singapore. He has guest conducted in Japan over 35 times. He is a member of the
American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers (ASCAP), the American Bandmasters Association and
numerous other professional organizations and societies.
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Commissioned by the Zushi High School Band (Kanagawa, Japan) to C¢ ate the School's Ninetieth Anniversary:
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