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2 -Tenor Sax 4 - Tuba

PrROGRAM NOTE

Winds Across the Water was commissioned by the Michigan City Municipal Band, Michigan City, Indiana,
for its 157" season. The ensemble suggested that a water theme might be appropriate based on their
performance venue being near Lake Michigan. During my research into the city itself I discovered
several pictures of the Michigan City Lighthouse jutting into view against the horizon. The large melodic
leaps and expansive sounds of the opening measures are inspired by that view. I also attempted to

capture the feeling of standing on the edge of the water, with the wind blowing through my hair.

—FErika Svanoe

Dr. Erika Svanoe (b. 1976) is a conductor and composer for wind
band, known for her lyrical melodies, nods to classic literature, musical
deconstruction, humor, and pastiche. Dr. Svanoe earned a D.M.A.

in conducting from the Ohio State University, an M.M. in Wind
Conducting from Oklahoma State University, and a B.M.E. from
the University of Wisconsin—-Eau Claire. Her works have been
performed by “The President's Own” United States Marine Band,

the United States Navy Band, and the United States Air Force Band,

at venues such as the Midwest Clinic, the American Bandmasters

Association National Conference, and the Boston New Music
Festival. Her music has been featured on Wisconsin Public Radio,
in Bandworld's Top 100, and the Teaching Music Through Performance in Band
series. Her first major work, “The Haunted Carousel,” won the

2014 NBA Young Band Composition Contest.

As a conductor, Dr. Svanoe has held collegiate appointments at
Augsburg University, Bemidji State University, and the University of
New Hampshire, and has been a guest faculty artist at the Manhattan
School of Music, interim conductor of the St. Olaf Band, and featured
civilian guest conductor of the USAF Heritage of America Band.

She remains active as a guest conductor and clinician, appearing

with high school, university, and All-State and festival ensembles
across the United States.
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