
Program Note

Symphony in Blue & Gold was commissioned to 
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Bands at my 
alma mater, the University of Wisconsin–Eau 
Claire. As a starting point, I researched and studied 
two significant pieces in wind band literature that 
were composed around the time the band was 
first formed on campus. These were La création du 
monde (1923) by Darius Milhuad and Rhapsody in 
Blue (1924) by George Gershwin, specifically the 
original dance band version orchestrated by Ferde 
Grofé. Both pieces use a combination of classical 
and jazz influences, and this felt very reflective  
of my own undergraduate experience. 

Overall, the piece uses a modified four-movement 
symphony plan. The first movement, “Blues and 
Fugues,” alternates a standard 12-bar blues with 
two four-voice fugues. The second movement, 

“in Gold,” focuses on timbres played by metallic 
instruments. The third movement reflects its title, 

“Waltz,” and the final movement, “Finale,” expands 
on material presented in the previous three 
movements.  

I was honored to write Symphony in Blue & Gold 
for a place that was so important in my  
educational journey.

—Erika Svanoe

Performance Notes

While there are jazz influences throughout the 
piece, eighth notes should be performed straight 
throughout. Articulations should be performed  
in a jazz style. 

Various cues have been provided for flexibility 
of instrumentation. Conductors should use cues 
based on the needs of their ensemble. The double 
bass part is critical, and you may find balances 
better with amplification. Using a synthesized 
keyboard for double bass and/or celesta if players 
or instruments are unavailable is an acceptable 
substitute. Celesta parts may also be covered on 
piano, played one octave higher than written.  

The drumset part has some long stretches of groove, 
where the player should consider the part more of a 
sketch and does not need to realize the part exactly 
as written. The player may take some liberties with 
the part if they feel it will serve the music. 

1 - Conductor Score
1 - Piccolo*

2 - Flute 1/2
2 - Flute 3/4*

1 - Oboe 1
1 - Oboe 2/English Horn**

1 - Bassoon 1
1 - Bassoon 2/Contrabassoon***

2 - Clarinet in B♭ 1
2 - Clarinet in B♭ 2
2 - Clarinet in B♭ 3
1 - Bass Clarinet
1 - Alto Sax 1
1 - Alto Sax 2
1 - Tenor Sax
1 - Baritone Sax

1 - Trumpet 1
1 - Trumpet 2
1 - Trumpet 3
1 - Trumpet 4
2 - Horn 1/2 
2 - Horn 3/4
1 - Trombone 1
1 - Trombone 2
1 - Trombone 3
1 - Bass Trombone
1 - Euphonium
1 - Baritone TC
2 - Tuba
1 - Double Bass

1 - Percussion 1 
     (Bells, Crash Cymbal, Xylophone)
1 - Percussion 2 
     (Vibraphone, Snare Drum)
1 - Percussion 3 
     (Marimba, Crotales, Sus Cymbal, Bass Drum)
1 - Percussion 4 
     (Drum set)

1 - Piano/Celesta****

Instrumentation

Commissioned by the University of Wisconsin–Eau Claire & Partners

* Flute 4 cues have been put in Piccolo, if only four flute/piccolo players are available.
**	 English horn parts have been cued in alto saxophone if no English Horn is available

***	 Contrabassoon is optional. If no contrabassoon is available, play on bassoon. 
****	 Celesta is optional. If no celeste is available, play on piano one octave higher than written. 
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1. Blues and Fugues

Commissioned by the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire Bands in celebration of their 100th Anniversary; 
John R. Stewart, Phillip Ostrander, directors.
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





 
 




   

  

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











      
      
      









     
     
     

    
  

     






    
    





      
    

       

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



















a2







 


 
 














 
 



 


  

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

2.

to contrabassoon

















     
     
     



     
















    

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      








      


      





      
       



128



































129











 
 


 






 





 
 





 

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




1.

130











130

130


















 














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


















 














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








 
 

 





 
  





 




 



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 


       

       





       

       


       















       

       
    
       
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       


a2















  
  
  
  



  
  


  















   
  
 
  
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  
to celesta

to crotales





































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

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






















4

4

4

4

4

4

Piccolo

Flute 1/2

Flute 3/4

Oboe 1

Oboe 2/E.H.

Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2/Cbsn

B Clarinet 1

B Clarinet 2/3

Bass Clarinet

Alto Sax 1/2

Tenor Sax

Baritone Sax

B Trumpet 1/2

B Trumpet 3/4

F Horn 1/2

F Horn 3/4

Trombone 1

Trombone 2/3

Bass Trombone

Euphonium

Tuba

Double Bass

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Percussion 3

Percussion 4

Celesta

   
   
   

























   



1



mute on following notecrotales

Adagio   = 60






Adagio   = 60

Adagio   = 60

2. in Gold
Flute 4 (play cues on flute if needed)   

  

  

























  



2



   
   
   

























   



3































 


4





   
   
   

























   
  

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



  
  
  

























  



6



   

   
   

























   



7
































   


8






   












   




   







   



  
   

9



solo

celesta

harmon mute


harmon mute










9

9
bells

 

  
 















  






  



  
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


 
  











 
  



  






   




   

11



sim.

 

  
 











 
 


  












12






 












 



   






   




   

13



  

 
   











 
   



   







  




  

14



   


   












   



   






   




   

15
























  




    









16






 








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
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
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
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

Picc.

Fl. 1/2

Fl. 3/4

Ob.

Ob.

Bsn.

C. Bn.

B Cl. 1

B Cl. 2/3

B. Cl.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1/2
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
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89
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
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
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
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
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  




















  





    


6







   




















  





    


7



























  





    


8







  




















  





     
  

9


piano







  




















  





     
  

10







  




















  





     
   

11




























  





     
     

12







  




















  





    
  

13







  




















  





    
  

14







  




















  




    
  

15



























  




    
 

16



   
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



  




















  





    
  

17







  
  






  














  





    
  

18




English Horn

English Horn


























  





    


19



     



     























  





     


20



   



  
  




  



  


















   


     


21



brush stirring

21








21

21

  



  
























 


   


     



22



 



   
  




  



  


















   


     



23








  




  



  















 


   


     



24



  



  
  




  



  


















 


     



25



  



  
  




  



  















 


 


     



26



  



  
  




  



  


















 


     



27































 


 


     


28



  



  
  




  



  


















 


     



29



  



  
  




  




  


















 


     



30



  



  
   




   



   














 


 


     


31




























 





     


32


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Tuba
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Bls.

Vib.

Cym.

D. S.

Pno.


  
















  













   



115

 
piano


1.

115



115

115




  
















  
















116

 

to marimba













  
  
















  



  

117

 


1.

















  
  
















  




  

118

 


















  




  













119

 

open


2.




















  




  












120

 




  










  







  











  



  

121

 

open


2.




a2




  









  







  










  




  

122

 









  
























  

123

 
















  

























  

124

 

   




  





  














   










125

 









a2






  





  

























126

 
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
































Picc.

Fl. 1/2

Fl. 3/4

Ob.

E. Hn.

Bsn.

Bsn.

B Cl. 1

B Cl. 2/3

B. Cl.

A. Sx.

T. Sx.

B. Sx.

B Tpt. 1/2

B Tpt. 3/4

Hn. 1/2

Hn. 3/4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2/3

B. Tbn.

Euph.

Tuba

D.B.

Bls.

Vib.

Mrb.

D. S.

Pno.


  


  





























  

127

 




  


  






























  

128

 








  

  


  









   















129

 













  
  



  

























130

 


































 

131





131







131

131

to drumsticks
































     




132


































  




 

133

































     





134








  






























  

135



rit.

rit.

rit.






  





























  

136









   







   

















   





137



English Horn









  







  
















  






138



to Oboe















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































4

4

4

4

4

4

Piccolo

Flute 1/2

Flute 3/4

Oboe 1

Oboe 2/E.H.

Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2/Cbsn

B Clarinet 1

B Clarinet 2/3

Bass Clarinet

Alto Sax 1/2

Tenor Sax

Baritone Sax

B Trumpet 1/2

B Trumpet 3/4

F Horn 1/2

F Horn 3/4

Trombone 1

Trombone 2/3

Bass Trombone

Euphonium

Tuba

Double Bass

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Percussion 3

Percussion 4

Piano












       
   
   






   
   
   









     


1





Fast (h = 92)










Fast (h = 92)

Fast (h = 92)

4. Finale














       
   
   






   
   
   









      


2














          
     
     






   
   
   









     


3














        
    
    






   
   
   









      


4














       
   
   






   
   
   









     


5














       
   
    






   
   
   









     


6














       
       
       






   
   
   









      


7














              
       
       






   
   
   









      


8














        
    
    






   
   
   









     


9














          
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





























 
 
218

 

































 




219






  
  
  
  
  
  
  
    
  

  
    
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  





       

220

  




































 

     

   

   

 

 

   
   
   
   
   

   
   

   
   

   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 





































 
 

 
 













































53

Symphony in Blue and Gold, Score, p.53




