
Please note: Our band and orchestra music is collated by an automatic high-speed system. The enclosed parts are now sorted by page count, rather than score order. 

PROGRAM NOTES

Some people believe that a gigantic asteroid, nearly six miles across, hit the Earth millions of years ago. That impact 

made a huge explosion and a crater nearly 110 miles across! When debris from this explosion was thrown into the 

atmosphere, the climate changed dramatically, leading to the extinction of dinosaurs. Some of these could potentially 

hit Earth in the future!

Cataclysm of the Cosmos depicts the powerful crash of meteors upon the Earth, decimating the dinosaurs. Propel 

your ensemble right into the spectacular fray with pounding eighth-note strikes, each tearing into the Earth’s crust. A 

brief interlude in the middle gives your audience the false sense of calm before the meteors begin striking the Earth 

again with a measured intensity that will be a treat for students to play. A terrific show opener.

INSTRUMENTATION

 1 � Conductor Score
 10 � Flute
 2 � Oboe
 6 � 1st Bb Clarinet
 6 � 2nd Bb Clarinet
 2 � Bb Bass Clarinet
 2 � 1st E b Alto Saxophone
 2 � 2nd E b Alto Saxophone
 2 � Bb Tenor Saxophone
 1 � E b Baritone Saxophone
 4 � 1st Bb Trumpet
 4 � 2nd Bb Trumpet

 2 � F Horn
 7 � Trombone/Baritone/

Bassoon
  2 � Baritone T.C.
 2 � Tuba
 Percussion � 6 players:
 1 � Bells
 2 � Percussion 1  

(Snare Drum, Bass Drum)

 3 � Percussion 2  
(Gong/Crash Cymbals, 
Suspended Cymbal)

 1 � Timpani
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Cataclysm of the Cosmos
By Amy Webb (ASCAP)

Grade Level: 1½ (Easy)
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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This piece was written as a concert opener/festival piece that focuses on 

articulations, namely staccatos and tenutos. Encourage your students to play these 

accurately, as it will lead to a crisper sound when the students are playing the same 

rhythm together.

Care should be used when selecting percussion mallets, especially for the timpani. 

If they’re too soft, the sound will be muffled, and you will want a nice, crisp ostinato, 

particularly at the beginning.

In measures 39–54, challenge your students to play the dynamics to the best of their 

ability. If they do so, the “A” part of the piece will be even more dramatic!

I hope you enjoy a terrific performance!
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